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FLEA CALLER 
 

THANK YOU EARLY BIRDS! 
 

We registered 243 sleds during Early Bird pricing, 

which included 17 new members! In addition, 5 

people joined the Club as a „Member Only‟. A 

special thank you to the members who included a 

donation with their TMA purchase. Their donations 

helped us add $705 to our Barn Building Fund. All 

your support is greatly appreciated! 
 

* * * * * 

OFF TRAIL RIDING 
 

While everyone was excited to see the first storm of 

the season with 44” of snow, we may end up paying a 

heavy price. The 

property on both 

sides of Twenty 

Mile Stream Road 

in the area of the 

Cook Shack exper-

ienced serious off 

trail riding with no 

attempt to stay on 

the marked trail. (Notice the „Stay on Trail‟ sign on 

right side of photo.) This landowner has generously 

allowed us to have a trail on their property for over 

30 years! All they ask is that folks stay on the trail. 

 

VAST and Vermont Law Enforcement are putting 

an emphasis on ending this type of behavior. Off 

Trail Riding is a $300 fine. All of the info which was 

sent privately to our Club was forwarded to VAST 

and local authorities. 

 

If we lose this landowner, Trail 12 will no longer run 

the length of the western side of the state from north 

to south. If we lose this landowner, we lose our Cook 

Shack, the major source of our Club‟s income. 

 

Is it worth the „thrill‟? It only takes one person to 

ruin it for everyone. Do you really want to be that 

one person? 
 

SNOWMOBILE FREE WEEKENDS 
 

Quebec          Jan. 16 & 17 

Vermont        Feb. 5, 6 & 7 

New Hampshire 

& Maine         Mar. 5, 6 & 7 
 

OPEN POSITIONS 
 

The Club is looking to fill the positions of Treasurer, 

Secretary, and Publicity before our spring election. 

Dot and Karen will work with the folks who take 

over these positions. You do not need to be a full 

time Vermont resident, and positions are eligible for 

a free Volunteer TMA. 

 

The Club needs people with new ideas to become 

active and involved. Please contact Joe Marini for 

more info. 
 

* * * * * 

COOK SHACK OPENING 
 

Our plans are to open the Cook Shack as soon as 

Mother Nature provides more snow. Hours of 

operation are Saturdays and Sundays from 11 am to 

3 pm. Opening Date info will be posted on our 

Facebook page and website. 

 

We will be following Vermont COVID guidelines. 

There will be signs requesting social distancing, 

wearing masks, and hand sanitizer will be available. 

 

There will only be one person working in the Cook 

Shack at a time. We ask that people have patience 

and respect our efforts to keep everyone safe. We 

will also be practicing social distancing in the eating 

area. Two tables will be under the roof enclosure 

and one table outside the enclosure. 
 

* * * * * 

 

 

http://www.cavendishsnowfleas.com/
mailto:GMSnowFleas@comcast.net


VOLUNTEER TMAs 
 

VAST created Volunteer TMAs as an incentive to 

get more people involved with their local club. Clubs 

need volunteers to survive. With 126 clubs of varying 

sizes, VAST came up with a distribution program 

that was fair no matter the size of the club. 

 

Each club receives 8 Volunteer TMAs. Clubs that 

groom corridor trails receive an additional TMA for 

each 10 miles of trail they groom. In the event a club 

wants to recognize more volunteers, they have the 

option of purchasing Volunteer TMAs. 

 

Each club establishes their own criteria on 

distribution of the TMAs. Some clubs keep track of 

volunteers‟ hours; some clubs give TMAs to their 

landowners. 

 

Our Club receives 11 Volunteer TMAs. To be elig-

ible you (1) must be a member in good standing; (2) 

only one Volunteer TMA per person or per family; 

and (3) individuals who groom must have groomed 4 

or more times a month the winter preceding the 

Sept. drawing. 

 

Club officers, coordinators, and groomers are elig-

ible to receive a Volunteer TMA. The remaining 

TMAs are distributed via the Sept. drawing. A list is 

kept of everyone who works on Club sponsored 

projects from Oct. 1st to Sept. 30th. The more times 

you volunteer, the more times you are entered into 

the drawing. 

 

When projects are scheduled, details can be found 

in our newsletter, on our Facebook page and on our 

website. 
 

Time to Snow Dance 

People 

THE GOOD OLD DAYS 
 

Back in the late 60‟s and early 70‟s – before VAST –

a group of Cavendish folks enjoyed getting together 

to snowmobile. Some of the names: Al Brown 

(Brown‟s Camp now owned by John and Evelyn 

Turco), Jim Bob and Myrt Cady, Wayne and Donna 

Coolidge, Gordie Durand, Mark (Tot) Greenvall, 

Fred Holbrook, Harold and Evie Lawrence, Carl 

“Buzz” Lindberg (joined by Pam in 1973); Harry and 

Mavis Lindberg, Lory Lindberg, Vic and Marilyn 

McVinney, Dale and Ginny Pike, John and Gloria 

Sandberg, and Leon “Woody” and Gail Woods. 

There was a lot of night riding after work, and 

grooming was done with homemade drags. Harry 

Lindberg ran a 25 HP Johnson Ski Horse (”Old 

Smokie”) in the beginning, and then went on to a 

Polaris 340 Colt, for many years taking part in March 

of Dimes snowmobile events. Buzz Lindberg‟s first 

sled was a 1966 SkiDoo Olympic, then a 1973 

SkiDoo TNT „Silver Bullet‟. The most common 

sleds back then were Cats, SkiDoo, Polaris, and 

MotoSki. There were a lot of good times including 

„pushing‟ sleds up Hawks Mountain, and racing and 

jumping competitions with each other. 

 



This group became the Cavendish Green Mountain 

Snow Fleas. Harry Lindberg, Vic McVinney and 

Buzz Lindberg were the first officers. Buzz designed 

our Club logo – which is still used today - and the 

decal in early 1973. The Club was originally formed 

to enable blanket permissions from the landowners. 

This worked pretty well and other Vermont clubs 

formed to achieve the same goal. VAST soon fol-

lowed. Woody and Gail Woods took the helm, 

guiding the Club for many successful years. 

 

The information in this article and these 1971 snow 

competition photos were graciously provided by 

Buzz Lindberg. 

 

Thank you Buzz for this wonderful trip down Snow 

Fleas‟ Memory Lane! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER 
 

AVOID A DUI OR SUI 

 

VAST and the Vermont Sheriff‟s Department 

have asked that we remind members of the 

penalties for operating machinery on the trails 

while under the influence of alcohol and/or 

drugs. If caught on a trail which is also a public 

road, the arrest will be a DUI, as if in a motor 

vehicle. If caught on a trail which is not a public 

road, the arrest will be an SUI with a fine and 

points against your license. 

 

These penalties also apply to those who operate 

the groomers. 

 

Sheriffs and game wardens monitoring the trails 

will have breathalyzers with them. 

 

We encourage our members to be smart when 

operating your sled on the trails. 
 

 

 


